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TERMS AND ABBREVIATIONS  
 

ABBREVIATIONS DESCRIPTION 

BID background information document 

EAP environmental assessment practitioner  

ECC environmental clearance certificate 

ECC Environmental Compliance Consultancy 

EPL  exclusive prospecting licence 

ESIA environmental and social impact assessment 

EMA Environmental Management Act, No.7 of 2007 

EMP environmental management plan 

I&APs interested and affected parties 

MEFT Ministry of Environment, Forestry and Tourism 

ML mining licence  

MME Ministry of Mines and Energy 

MURD Ministry of Urban and Rural Development 

NBC Namibia Broadcasting Corporation 

RoD record of decision 

ToR terms of reference 

TC/RCs annual treatment and refining charge 
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1 SUMMARY OF THE PUBLIC MEETING AND COMMENTS 

FROM I&APS 

1.1 INTRODUCTION 

Environmental Compliance Consultancy (ECC) has been engaged by Shali Group Holdings (Pty) 

Ltd, the Proponent, as their environmental assessment practitioner to conduct the environmental 

clearance certificate application process in terms of the Environmental Management Act No. 7 of 

2007 for the proposed Ongombo Copper Project for underground mining activities within ML 240, 

Khomas Region, Namibia. 

 

The proposed ‘Ongombo’ Copper Project lies within the Matchless member of the Kuiseb 

formations, a conspicuous assemblage of lenses of foliated amphibolite, chlorite- amphibolite 

schist, talc and metagabbro. This belt, up to 5km wide in the Otjihase area, stretches 350km east–

northeastwards in the Southern Zone of the Damara Orogen from the Gorob- Hope area towards 

Steinhausen, north of Omitara. The purpose of public engagement is to introduce the proposed 

Project to the public, gain inputs, comments and concerns towards the proposed Project and that 

will be addressed during the ESIA phase that will be submitted to government for a record of 

decision. The background information document (BID) was made available to I&APs on the 10th 

May 2022 and a public meeting was held in Windhoek on the 18th of May 2022, to ensure that the 

public and key stakeholders are engaged in the early stages of the ESIA process. 

 

For the public meeting, local and community union representatives, directly affected parties, as 

well as local, regional and national authorities were identified and issued with invitations to attend 

the scheduled meeting.  The public meeting was published in local newspapers. All attendees at 

the public meeting held at the Namibia Scientific Society were recorded and registered, as 

interested and affected parties (I&APs). The minutes of the public meeting will be issued to the 

relevant stakeholders, registered I&APs and competent authorities being the Ministry of Mine and 

Energy (MME), organs of state being the Ministry of Urban and Rural Development (MURD) and 

the Ministry of Environment, Forestry and Tourism (MEFT) to accompany the application for an 

environmental clearance certificate.  

1.2 PUBLIC MEETING SUMMARY 

The public meeting was facilitated by Lester Harker, Environmental Assessment Practitioner, – 

Environmental Compliance Consultancy (ECC), Mr Katwali Nambala and Mr Emmanuel Shilongo 

from Shali Group Holdings and virtual presentation by Ms Vannessa Clark- Mostert fromPractara 

. The agenda of the meeting included an introduction of ECC as an independent environmental 

consulting company commissioned by the Shali Group Holdings as the environmental assessment 

practitioner (EAP) to conduct the environmental and social impact assessment and apply for an 

environmental clearance certificate for the proposed Ongombo Copper Project on ML 240.  
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As part of the Project’s introduction to the public, the Project’s location, baseline and ESIA process, 

procedures, and a project description summary were presented. It was emphasized that the 

objective of the current public scoping meeting early in the ESIA process is to engage all 

stakeholders and to identify further potential studies and assessments that may be required for 

inclusion in the overall assessment of the Project.    

 

The technical presentation by Shali Group Holdings then provided an overview of the proposed 

operations on ML 240 for which the environmental clearance certificate is required, including: 

• An introduction to Shali Group Holdings and African Pioneer PLC company structure and 

project milestones; 

• The previous mineral exploration work carried out by African Pioneer PLC within Sub 

Saharan Africa; 

• Resource studies undertaken by Red Bush GeoServices and Practara; 

• Identified mineral inventory and ore reserves of the Ongombo Copper Project;  

• The geopolitical advantage of the commodity towards Namibia; 

• ML 240 mining method (conventional stopping and the bold and trackless), equipment, 

process layout and design; 

• The total capital commitment of the Project, and 

• The lifespan of the mine and average operating unit cost- royalties, selling expenses and 

TC/RCs. 

The presentation from ECC covered a detailed description of the purpose and intentions of public 

consultation as part of the environmental and social impact assessment (ESIA) process for the 

copper mining operations on ML 240. At this stage, I&APs were informed of the importance of 

raising any concerns and comments related to the proposed operations on ML 240, which are to 

be considered in the ESIA studies and submitted along with the application for an environmental 

clearance certificate to the competent authority and MEFT for a record of decision. 

 

The main components of the environmental assessment identified for consideration in the ESIA 

were discussed, such as:  

•  Concerns about the impacts of increased in traffic on the D2102 road, its physical 

condition and the fact that it’s a tourist route currently in use, and 

•  The source of water and energy for the proposed Project given its locality.  

 

The current phase aims to involve and engage I&APs to develop target-specific term of references 

(TOR) for necessary specialist studies required to address all identified concerns and potential 

impacts in the assessment phase. 
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1.3 KEY FEEDBACK ON ISSUES OF CONCERN – PUBLIC MEETINGS 

The pool of comments received from the meeting held were provided by key stakeholders, 

representatives of the community and industries such as; the Namibia Broadcasting Corporation 

(NBC), Amusha Solar Namibia, Taurus Maintenance, and Aqua Services and Engineering. These 

groups of I&APs presented useful and valuable input into the ESIA through the points and 

comments raised during the meeting. From the review of the recorded statements, the key 

common themes of concern that were raised can be summarised in the following categories: 

1.3.1 TRAFFIC IMPACTS AND AIR POLLUTION CONCERNS  

In open discussion, concerns were voiced regarding: 

• The impact of increased traffic on the road and the road’s condition thereafter, and 

• Concerns of air pollution from the eventual mine operations. 

 

Response: Regarding these concerns, the EAP advised that: 

• An air quality specialist study will be commissioned to conduct a comprehensive review of 

baseline conditions and the anticipated change to the baseline ambient air quality from 

project-specific elements.  

• A traffic specialist study will be commissioned to investigate the anticipated influence of 

increased traffic including heavy vehicles to and from the mine site. The EMP will then put 

forth relevant mitigation and management strategies aimed at ensuring overall safety of 

road users and maintenance of the road network.  

• The Proponent will further be advised if it would be feasibly best to have mine workers reside 

on the ML or have them commute daily.  

 

The EMP is effectively what puts forth the level of monitoring the Proponent commits to for the 

mining operation. Additional conditions may be imposed on the Proponent by the 

Environmental Commissioner should environmental clearance be granted. Henceforth, the 

Proponent would oblige to abide by such set conditions in addition to the EMP.  

1.3.2 MINE WATER SOURCE AND PERSONNEL REQUIRED IN CONSTRUCTION PHASE  

Concerns were raised on where the proposed Project intends to source its water from given the 

locality of the ML. Further queries were made on how many personnel will be required during the 

construction phase of the mine.    

 

In this regard, it was narrated that: 

• The groundwater assessment study is being compiled and that preliminary results 

indicated that it may be impossible to abstract water from the ML, and therefore pipelines 

will be set up to source water from the nearest EPLs such as Otjihase. The feasibility study 

findings will determine the work force required.  By estimate, around 350- 500 workers will 

be required on site.  
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1.3.3 SOCIOECONOMIC CONTRIBUTIONS  

Queries were raised relating to the Proponent’s contributions to government such as royalties, 

taxes and its social role towards the communities that are residing within the ML.  

 

Response:  The Proponent is committed to operating within the best practice standards and 

principles of the mining industry and law. The financial contributions model to government are 

being compiled. The Proponent will prioritize sourcing people from the surrounding areas for 

employment (e.g., people for unskilled labour and local geologists).  
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2 ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 

In closing of the meeting ECC thanked all I&APs for their attendance and for providing valuable 

feedback during the public meeting. Through the public meeting process the Proponent and ECC 

have endeavoured to provide a platform to hear and address all relevant comments put forward 

by I&APs.  

 

ECC further endorsed the fact that constructive feedback from I&APs results in a more robust and 

improved ESIA. This process results in a project that is understood by the community and I&APs. 

The I&AP’s feedback will contribute to identifying the potential impacts to be assessed and 

concerns to be considered and addressed as the project progresses. 

2.1 DETAILED COMMENTS AND RESPONSES FROM PUBLIC CONSULTATION MEETINGS 

The official public consultation period began on 16th of May 2022 and remained open until 30th of 

May 2022 for initial comments. These were received during the public meeting and via email which 

are to be included in the scoping report. These comments and their respective responses are 

included in the tables below.  

 

Further comments are welcome after that date and the public consultation period will remain 

open for I&APs until the final assessment report for the Project is ready for submission to the 

competent authorities.
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Table 1 - Comments and feedback from the Windhoek public meeting 

Wednesday 18th May 2022, 18H30 

Address: 110 Robert Mugabe Avenue, Windhoek 

Namibia Scientific Society 

Name and 

stakeholder details 

Comments/Questions received Response/Clarification 

Governance 

J. Hoffman 

 

Tumas Granite CC 

1. Is the application for an EPL or ML?  

 

 

2. When is the next public meeting? 

1. The current application is for mining activities. For an EPL or ML application, 

an environmental clearance certificate is required. (Lester Harker) 

 

2. There is no set date for the next public meeting, it will purely depend on 

request for another public meeting and that will be convenient to everyone 

involved. (Lester Harker) 

 

Operational Processes 

Chris Stock 

 

Farm Frauenstein 

1. What is the timeline for commencing 

the actual construction of the mine once 

an ECC and ML has been granted by the 

competent authorities? 

1. All capacities are in place, the only pending issues are the ECC, ML and the 

local access agreement. Once all this has been granted, construction will then 

commerce. (Katwali Nambala) 

 

Harald Schüt 

 

Amusha Solar 

Namibia 

1. What kind of processing process will 

be used on site and what kind of energy 

supply will be required for operational 

purposes? 

1. The operations will be similar to what has been done at Otjihase mine 

although projections are that it will be smaller. Generated solar power is the 

option that is currently being considered since its less environmental sensitive.  

Diesel generators will on the other hand be an option to consider but a 

thoroughly study will be conducted to decide whether to opt for generated 

power or diesel power generators. (Vannessa Clark- Mosert) 
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Wednesday 18th May 2022, 18H30 

Address: 110 Robert Mugabe Avenue, Windhoek 

Namibia Scientific Society 

Name and 

stakeholder details 

Comments/Questions received Response/Clarification 

W. Bueckendory  

 

Member of the 

public 

1. Where will the water come from for 

the entire operation and how many 

personnel are anticipated to be on site 

during the construction phase and 

thereafter? 

 

1. The groundwater assessment study is being compiled, but preliminary results 

indicate that it may be impossible to abstract water, therefore consideration is 

geared towards having pipelines to source water from the nearest EPL such as 

Otjihase.  The feasibility study findings will determine the work force required. 

By estimate, around 350 – 500 workers on site will be required.  The final 

assessment will address this. (Vannessa Clark- Mostert)  

Kepaherua Kandjii 

 

NBC 

1. What contributions in terms of 

royalties and taxes will be given to 

government? 

 

 

1. The financial contributions to government model are currently being 

compiled. (Vannessa Clark- Mostert) 

 

 

Potential impacts associated with copper mining operations 

W. Bueckendory  

 

Member of the 

public 

1. What is the degree of air pollution 

from the mine? 

1. An air quality specialist study will be commissioned to conduct a 

comprehensive review of baseline conditions and the anticipated change to the 

baseline ambient air quality from project-specific elements. (Lester Harker) 

Socio-economic 

Kepaherua Kandjii 

 

NBC 

1. What are the benefits to the local 

communities that are living in the vicinity 

1. The Proponent is committed to operating within the best practice standards 

and principles of the mining industry and law. The Proponent will prioritize 
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Wednesday 18th May 2022, 18H30 

Address: 110 Robert Mugabe Avenue, Windhoek 

Namibia Scientific Society 

Name and 

stakeholder details 

Comments/Questions received Response/Clarification 

of the ML? And what is the rehabilitation 

plan? 

 

2. What value addition of the commodity 

will stay in Namibia and what commodity 

will be exported? 

sourcing people from the surrounding areas for employment (e.g., people for 

unskilled labour and local geologists). (Vannessa Clark- Mostert) 

 

2. It has been narrated that it’s the Proponent’s discretion to decide where and 

who they commercially sign the copper metal contract with. (Lester Harker) 

ESIA Process 

J. Hoffman 

 

Tumas Granite CC 

1. When is the next public meeting? 1. Currently, there is no set date for the next public meeting, it will purely depend 

on the number of requests received from the I&AP’s for another public meeting 

and that will be arranged to be convenient to everyone involved. (Lester Harker) 

J. Berger 

 

Taurus Maintenance 

1. Will mine and contract workers be 

commuting to and from town daily? 

What is then the impact of increase in 

traffic on the road, road condition since 

it’s a tourist road? 

The social aspects depend on the final project description and what fits within 

the client’s operational limits. The traffic impact assessment will determine the 

baseline condition of the road network and will assess the influence of the 

number of construction/ transport vehicles traveling to and from the mine. This 

study will guide the Proponent on whether it would be required for workers to 

reside on the ML or have them commute daily. (Lester Harker) 

J. Hoffman 

 

Tumas Granite CC 

1. When was the mining licence 

application launched and will it be only 

issued once the ECC has been granted? 

The ML application was launched in the second quarter of 2021. (Katwali 

Nambala) 

 

The ML can be issued but it is not conditional to gratification of an ECC. ML’s can 

be issued but actual mining operations and construction shall not commence 
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Wednesday 18th May 2022, 18H30 

Address: 110 Robert Mugabe Avenue, Windhoek 

Namibia Scientific Society 

Name and 

stakeholder details 

Comments/Questions received Response/Clarification 

without an ECC being issued. There is no provision in the Environmental Act No.7 

of 2007 and the Mineral Act that the two licences are conditional to one another 

(J. Hoffman) 

Dr Roy Miller 

 

Consultant 

When the Proponent has several EPLs, all 

with similar activities, does each EPL 

need to have its own EIA and clearance 

certificate? Or one joint EIA is required 

for all EPLs? 

Each EPL is required to have its own EIA and clearance certificate. (Lester Harker) 
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Table 2 - Comments and feedback from various I&APs received electronically (via e-mail) 

Name and 

stakeholder details 

Comments/Questions received Response 

H. T. Joubert 

 

Ongombo West(II) 

Section 3 / Sable Hill 

Hunting Safaris 

The following 4 farms was used as hunting and tourism farms for more than the 

last 20 years and  therefor have a major concern with the proposed mine that will 

open next to us. 

 

1. Ongombo West (II) 56  - operated by Omujeve Hunting Safaris and registered in 

Omujeve Farming (Pty) Ltd 

 

2. Oruhungu 55 - operated by Omujeve Hunting Safaris. 

 

3. Ongombo West(II) 56 Section 3 – operated by Sablehill Hunting Safaris and 

registered in Sable Hill Five Six Safaris (Pty)Ltd 

 

4. Kareool 57/ Ongeama Tumbuka –operated by Sablehill Hunting Safaris. 

 

• All farms mentioned is registered by MEFT as Hunting farms. 

•  Hunting and tourism was conducted for more than 20 years and is the 

main income of the people occupying and living on this property.  

• The 2 mentioned Hunting operators received jointly more than 150 foreign 

guests a year, some for Hunting and some as Observers or Tourist.  

• This 2 mentioned Outfitters had made a name for themselves in this 

sectors and is rated under the top 10 destinations in Namibia for foreign 

hunting clients. 

Thank you for your comments. Your 

comments have been captured and 

have been forwarded to the Project 

Lead for consideration in the ESIA 

assessment process.  
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• Each operations had a lodge with accommodation facilities and employ 

therefor at least 10 staff per unit and note that no people were retrenched 

even in the Covid pandemic times. 

• Over 25 different game species can be found on this properties with a 

special breeding program for the rare and endangered animals like sable, 

roan, lechwe, tsessebee,  bushbuck, rhino, giraffe  and many other. 

 

Reason for complaint : 

 

2. A Mining operation will destroy the environment as we know it today and will give 

a bad taste in the mouth of Foreign Clients that don’t want to drive past a mine, 

mining operations or drilling of boreholes. This area is one of the preferred 

destinations for hunting because it is in a beautiful part of the White Nossob river 

catchment area with an abundance of game that is protected over 20 years by this 

farmers and Outfitters. Hunting is selective through Trophy Hunting where mostly 

the older unproductive animals is harvested and the younger animals is used for 

breeding. 

 

3. There are more than 25 game species with a total number of more than 2000 

animals on this 4 properties. Every year kudus is vaccinated against rabies and 

other species brought in to better the genetic pool. 

 

4. Mining activities will introduce poaching on a big scale and will bring a lot of other 

problems to the farming community like alcohol misuse, unemployment and other 

criminal activities. 
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5. The value of our properties will drop and it will not be seen as a preferred 

destination any more and or clientele will be affected with our lodges that will have 

nearly no occupants. 

 

6. The underground water is scarce in this area and a mine with a lot of employees 

will further put a strain on this source, especially close to the Nossob river that is 

used as a feeding source for our underground water. 

 

7. The roads will be destroyed by big trucks and will be difficult to drive on because 

of constant dust. 

 

 

WITH THIS IN MIND I WOULD STRONGLY APPOSE TO THE IDEA OF MINING IN THIS 

AREA AND THIS ACTIVITIES WILL DESTROY A BEAUTIFUL PART OF NATURE BY THE 

GREED OF A FEW INDIVIDUALS OR MINING COMPANIES. 

 

I would therefore not give my permission for any drilling on my property or any 

mining activities. 

Mr Christian Stock 

 

Aqua Services & 

Engineering 

1. What will be the traffic impact on the D2102 and 1153 during establishment and 

production?  Who will maintain these roads. 

Thank you for your comments. Your 

comments have been captured and 

have been forwarded to the Project 

Lead for consideration in the ESIA 

assessment process. 

Dr Roy Miller 

 

Consultant 

1. How will you handle mine slimes?  

 

Thank you for your comments. Your 

comments have been captured and 

have been forwarded to the Project 
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2. Give a breakdown of what revenue goes to government - royalties,PAYE, VAT, 

local purchases, local Consultants or contractors, profit, tax etc, job created due to 

knock out effect. 

Lead for consideration in the ESIA 

assessment process. 

Mr Harald Schuts 

 

Amusha Solar 

Namibia 

Namibia has limited energy generation capacity, how can we supply the mine 100% 

from renewable sources? 

Thank you for your comments. Your 

comments have been captured and  

forwarded to the Project Lead for 

consideration in the ESIA assessment 

process. 

Heinrich Joubert 

 

Ongombo West 56  

1. This is a disaster for the environment and the area. A mine and mine activities 

will have a negative impact on my business and no Foreign clients will hunt on my 

property anymore if they see any mine activities. The game in the area will be 

affected . My lodge and accommodation (Value of around N$ 25 000 000 ) activities 

will also be hugely affected by this. Poaching will increase specially on my property 

where I had a breeding project with Rare Species like Sable, Roan etc. for the last 15 

years. Water is not many specially the underground water and will be contaminated 

which will affect the people as well as the animals. 

 

 Note: No people for any kind of exploration will be allowed on my property as 

alternative before any kind of exploration is allowed the property can be bought 

with an agreed price between myself and the Mining Group. Animals can then be 

translocated to another safe area. 

Thank you for your comments. Your 

comments have been captured and 

have been forwarded to the Project 

Lead for consideration in the ESIA 

assessment process. 

Cornelius Kruger 

 

Omujeve Hunting 

Safaris 

This will affect our Business as the mining is on our land. We strongly oppose this 

mine 

Thank you for your comments. Your 

comments have been captured and 

have been forwarded to the Project 

Lead for consideration in the ESIA 

assessment process. 
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APPENDIX A – BACKGROUND INFORMATION DOCUMENT 
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APPENDIX B – STAKEHOLDER PRE-CONSULTATION AND PUBLIC 

MEETING INVITATION 

Sent via email: 
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APPENDIX C – ADVERT PUBLISHED 

The Market Watch: The Namibian Sun, Republikein and Algemeine Zeitung newspapers, 16th of  

May 2022. 
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The Market Watch: The Namibian Sun, Republikein and the Allgemeine Zeitung newspapers, 23 

May 2022 
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APPENDIX D – PUBLIC MEETING PRESENTATION 
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APPENDIX E - PUBLIC MEETING ATTENDANCE REGISTER 
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APPENDIX F – SITE NOTICES 

 

Figure 1 – Location of each site notice erected in and adjacent to mining licence application 

area and EPL 5772 
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