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ABBREVIATIONS  

 

Abbreviation  Description 

CSI community sustainable investment 

EAP  environmental assessment practitioner  

ECC Environmental Compliance Consultancy  

e.g. example 

EIA environmental impact assessment 

EMP environmental management plan 

EPL exclusive prospecting licence 

ESIA environmental and social impact assessment  

I&APs interested and affected parties 

L litre 

Ltd. Limited 

m metre 

m/day metres per day 

MEFT Ministry of Environment, Forestry and Tourism 

ML mining licence 

MME Ministry of Mines and Energy  

NAC Namibia Airports Company 

NAMCARs Namibia Civil Aviation Regulations 

NCAA Namibia Civil Aviation Authority 

Pty proprietary company 

RoD record of decision 

ToR terms of reference 

WRD waste rock dump 
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1 SUMMARY OF PUBLIC MEETINGS AND COMMENTS FROM 

I&APS 

1.1 INTRODUCTION 

Environmental Compliance Consultancy (Pty) Ltd (ECC) has been engaged by Jindal Mining 

Namibia (Pty) Ltd, the Proponent, to conduct an Environmental and Social Impact Assessment 

(ESIA) in accordance with the Environmental Management Act, No. 7 of 2007 and its regulations 

of 2012, for which an application for an environmental clearance certificate will be submitted for 

the proposed construction and operation of the Jindal Iron Ore Mine on EPLs 4013 and 4194, 

within the Khomas Region, Namibia. 

 

The proposed project (referred to as “the Project” herein) involves establishing an iron ore mining 

operation, comprising several open pits to be excavated using conventional blasting and drilling 

techniques. Ore and waste rock will be excavated and hauled by a fleet of mobile equipment, with 

waste rock being transported to a waste rock dump (WRD) site. The extracted ore will undergo 

crushing and pebble milling at the beneficiation plant, followed by magnetic separation and 

subsequent reverse flotation and concentrate filtration during the final processing stages. The 

resulting product, iron ore fines, will then be transported to Walvis Bay by either road or rail for 

shipment.   

 

The community directly affected and/ or interested was identified and invited to attend the public 

meeting. A summary of the feedback received from the public will be issued to registered I&APs 

and competent authorities being the Ministry of Mines and Energy (MME), and the Ministry of 

Environment, Forestry and Tourism (MEFT) to accompany the application for an environmental 

clearance certificate, for a record of decision (RoD). 

1.2 PUBLIC MEETINGS SUMMARY 

The stakeholder meeting was facilitated by Mr Matt Totten Jr, Geologist – Environmental 

Compliance Consultancy (ECC) – with technical support from Ms Monique Jarrett (ECC), as well as 

Mr Arvind Kuchibhotla and Mr Debananda Tripathy from Jindal Mining Namibia (Pty) Ltd. 

 

The welcoming and agenda of the meeting included an introduction to ECC as an independent 

environmental consulting company commissioned by Jindal Mining Namibia (Pty) Ltd as the 

environmental assessment practitioner (EAP) to conduct the ESIA. 

 

Mr Kuchibhotla then gave a technical presentation on behalf of Jindal, providing an overview about 

the Project’s location, proposed operations on EPLs 4013 and 4194, and an explanation of the 

Project’s current status. The objective of the public meeting was to engage stakeholders and to 

identify and address any concerns held regarding the proposed Project.   
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Mr Arvind provided further insight into Jindal's background as well as the company’s goals and 

strategies for the proposed Jindal Iron Ore Project in Namibia. Mr Arvind highlighted the 

importance and value of the Project relating to Namibia’s environment and economy. 

 

To conclude the presentation, Mr Totten (ECC) then explained the environmental assessment 

process as well as the current status of the proposed Project’s ESIA. This included aspects and 

concerns about the impacts of exploration activity on the biophysical, how mitigation and 

monitoring measures could potentially be enforced and how the attendees, as registered 

interested and affected parties (I&APs), could contribute to the process and development of the 

proposed Project’s environmental management plan (EMP). The floor was then opened for 

questions, comments, and further discussion.   

1.3 KEY FEEDBACK ON ISSUES OF CONCERN – PUBLIC MEETINGS  

The summary of comments received from the public meeting presented useful and valuable input 

in setting out the environmental and social impact assessment’s scope through questions asked 

and points raised. From an overall review of the recorded statements, the key common themes 

of concern that were raised can be summarised in the following categories: 

 

Baseline/specialist studies 

Numerous registered I&APs and participants at the public meeting inquired about the status of 

baseline and/or specialist studies. They specifically requested studies on noise, air quality, 

hydrology, flora and fauna, as well as blast and vibration. As the proposed Project’s EAP, ECC 

assured the public that the terms of reference (ToR) for these specialist studies will be formulated 

based on the environmental impacts identified during the scoping phase of the project. Currently, 

scoped impacts include air quality, noise, groundwater, heritage, biodiversity, visual, socio-

economic, and blast and vibration, for which baseline and specialist studies will be commissioned. 

 

Impact of Mine Operations and future potential exploration and expansion of the mine on the 

Drie Krone Nature Village 

The Drie Krone Nature Village occupies a section of Farm Brack situated in the southwestern area 

of EPL 4194. While the Proponent currently has no plans to develop infrastructure on this part of 

the EPL, concerns have been raised by the public regarding potential impacts on their settlement 

should the mine expand in the future. In response, the Proponent assured the public that they 

intend to relinquish portions of EPL 4194 during the next renewal process, and they may also 

exclude certain areas from their mining licence (ML) application. Residents of the Drie Krone 

Nature Village have consequently requested the Proponent to exclude their settlement from the 

ML boundary and to relinquish that particular area during the upcoming renewal. 

 

Provision of water for the mine’s operations 

Concerns were raised by the public regarding the use of groundwater for both mine operations 

and residential facilities on site. Specifically, local farm owners and residents expressed 

apprehension, citing a scarcity of water in the area. They argued that relying on local groundwater 
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would not be sustainable for the mine and would deplete the already limited water resources. The 

Proponent countered that water for mining operations would be obtained from the Ujams 

wastewater treatment plant, with produced groundwater being reserved solely for providing 

potable water to the anticipated 50-100 employees that would be onsite at any given time. Local 

stakeholders then countered the Proponent’s statement claiming that even if groundwater was 

used exclusively for the mine’s potable needs, sufficient water resources were unlikely to exist in 

the area. However, a hydrology study is pending, and plans for water sourcing and usage are 

subject to further examination. Final decisions will be made based on the feasibility of these plans 

and their environmental impact.  

1.4 DETAILED COMMENTS AND RESPONSES FROM THE PUBLIC MEETINGS 

Comments were received during the stakeholder meeting, via email submission, and via 

telephone which are included in the draft scoping report and this document in Table 1 

below. 

 

Further comments were welcomed after the initial registration period and public review period. 

The public consultation period will remain open for I&APs until the final assessment report for the 

project is ready for submission to the competent authorities. 
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Letter to ECC sent from Sisa Namandje & Co. Inc on 9 April 2024: 
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ECC Email Response sent to Sisa Namandje & Co. Inc on 11 April 2024: 
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Letter to ECC sent from WKH Legal Practitioners on 15 April 2024: 
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24 May 2024 ECC Response Letter to WKH Legal Practitioners’ 14 April 2024 Letter: 
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Letter to the MME Mining Commissioner sent from WKH Legal Practitioners on 24 April 2024: 
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Table 1 - Comments and responses from feedback received during the I&AP registration period. 

Name and Stakeholder Details Comment/Question Received Response/Clarification 

Sven von Blottnitz 

 

Resident on the Drie Krone Nature 

Village 

 

 

I am concerned about the impact of the proposed 

mining operation on the residential settlement’s peace 

and tranquillity, as well as the impacts of dust, noise, 

blasting, and fauna/wildlife disturbance. Furthermore, 

the impact on water resources to be used for the 

mining operation is also a concern because it could 

reduce the water available for our residential 

settlement. 

Various baseline and specialist studies will be 

conducted to better understand and gauge the 

impact that the mine will have on sensitive 

receptors such as the nearby settlements. 

Mitigation measures will then be recommended to 

minimise any identified impacts.  

Barnard Jacobus Buys 

Three Sixty Consult cc 

 

Assisting local and foreign construction companies to 

recruit, appoint and manage Namibian Labour during 

the construction phase and the mine itself once 

commissioned. 

Comment Noted 

Frank and Antje Schidlowski 

3 Krone Nature Village 

 

That the value of our quality of life and our property 

will be affected by the planned mining activities. 

This will be assessed as part of the impact 

assessment and mitigation and management 

measures will be recommended.  

Jan Jacobus Van der Merwe 

 

I have a vested financial and personal interest in a 

small portion of land located within the EPL 4013 area. 

I have been renting this portion of land for the past 5 

years and intend to construct my personal retirement 

home at this location. I would like to know if the land I 

am renting would be affected by the mining activities 

and related infrastructure requirements. It would be 

good to know exactly where the planned mining 

Additional Project specific information will be 

provided to the public in the scoping report. Various 

baseline and specialist studies will be conducted to 

better understand and gauge the impact that the 

mine will have on sensitive receptors such as the 

nearby settlements. Mitigation measures will then 

be recommended to minimise any identified 

impacts. 
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Name and Stakeholder Details Comment/Question Received Response/Clarification 

activities and locations of infrastructure related to the 

mine will be and when this will commence. 

Bernd Röder 

Drie Krone Nature Estate 

1. Availability of groundwater. 

2. Impacts on wildlife due to mining activities 

3. Noise pollution 

Various baseline and specialist studies will be 

conducted to better understand and gauge the 

impact that the mine will have on sensitive 

receptors. Mitigation measures will then be 

recommended to minimise any identified impacts. 

Evert Strydom 1. Rangeland Restoration 

2. Carbon Credits 

3. Biodiversity Credits 

These will not be included as part of this 

assessment, however, this comment has been 

noted.  

Johan Kotze 

Marula Game Ranch 

1. We operate a game farm and lodges. 

2. Security towards some sensitive animals will be a 

threat. 

3. Noise and air pollution will have an impact on the 

lodges 

Various baseline and specialist studies will be 

conducted to better understand and gauge the 

impact that the mine will have on sensitive 

receptors. Mitigation measures will then be 

recommended to minimise any identified impacts. 
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Table 2 - Comments and feedback from the public meeting. 

Windhoek Scientific Society 

Tuesday 16th of April 2023 

Name  Stakeholder Details Comment/Question Received Response/Clarification 

Berny Röder 3 Krone Nature Village Why does the BID say “Final for government 

submission”? 

EAP Response: As part of the screening process, we submit 

an application form known as Form 1 along with the 

Background Information Document to the competent 

authorities: the Ministry of Mines and Energy (MME) and the 

Ministry of Environment, Forestry and Tourism (MEFT). For 

this reason, the status of the BID says “Final for government 

submission”.  

Has ECC conducted hydrological studies yet?  EAP response: We are currently in the scoping phase and 

therefore no baseline studies have been conducted yet. ECC 

is currently drafting the ToRs for the baseline/specialist 

studies and the ESIA. However, this is one of the specialist 

studies that will be conducted as part of the impact 

assessment. Furthermore, the proponent will not be using 

groundwater for their operations. Should any groundwater 

be utilized, the Proponent stated it will only be used for 

potable water needs in order to cater for the people working 

on the mine. The Proponent stated that the water to be used 

for operations will be acquired and pumped in from the 

Ujams wastewater plant located in northern Windhoek.  
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Windhoek Scientific Society 

Tuesday 16th of April 2023 

Name  Stakeholder Details Comment/Question Received Response/Clarification 

Will the hydrological study be done by an 

independent consultant and will the specialist 

study be made available to us?   

 

EAP Response: Yes, the study will be conducted by an 

independent sub-consultant with the assistance of our in-

house hydrogeologist. These studies will be made available 

to the public for their review during the ESIA public review 

period.  

You will be using a significant amount of water 

for your low-intensity magnetic separation, and 

will that water come from the wastewater plant 

in Ujams?  

Proponent Response: That is correct.  

Has ECC looked at the wildlife in the area and the 

effect mining activities may have on wildlife in the 

surrounding areas? 

 

EAP Response: This will be looked at as part of the 

biodiversity (flora and fauna) assessment.  

Once the mine is in operation, there will be noise 

pollution. Will a noise assessment be conducted? 

 

EAP Response: Yes, a noise assessment will be conducted. 

What will happen with the mine tailings? Would 

you be able to give us more details on what will 

happen with the tailings?  

 

Proponent Response: The tailing fines will be kept in 

moistened condition as it is very fine and will be used for 

backfilling the pit 

Can the water from the tailings be re-used in 

mine operations? 

Proponent Response: Yes, the tailing water will be 

recirculated back to the washing cycle.  
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Windhoek Scientific Society 

Tuesday 16th of April 2023 

Name  Stakeholder Details Comment/Question Received Response/Clarification 

Sven von 

Blottnitz 

3 Krone Nature Village Will the mining licence area include the entire 

EPL area (as the Drie Krone Nature Estate exists 

at the western portion of the current EPL 4013 

boundary)?  

 

Proponent Response: Jindal has not completed the 

exploration of the total areas in the EPL with the high 

confidence level. Part of the EPL which falls in farms Koanus, 

Helga and Woolfsgrund has been studied in detail and 

decided to have the mining footprint in those areas. The 

mining footprint won’t affect Drie Krone Nature Estate exists 

at the western portion of the current EPL 4013 boundary 

Between the background information document 

and the presentation, there is a discrepancy 

between the sources of water, to do with the 

getting water. 

EAP Response: The ESIA process is a progressive process in 

which information gets updated as it comes in. The BID was 

a drafted summary of the project, whereas the presentation 

provided more detailed information. The scoping report and 

ESIA may differ from the preceding reports as more studies 

are conducted by the EAP and proponent, and as more 

information becomes readily available.  

Rodney bees  
 

Where will the processing plant be situated? Proponent Response: The conceptual plan of the 

processing plant falls within Woolfsgrund farm. However, the 

scoping & EIA studies will help in finalizing the detailed 

feasibility study of the processing plant.  

How many people will work or stay on-site? Proponent Response: There will likely be between 50-100 

people on-site at any given time. The total number of people 

to be employed by the mine will likely grow to some 800 

people. 
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Windhoek Scientific Society 

Tuesday 16th of April 2023 

Name  Stakeholder Details Comment/Question Received Response/Clarification 

Where will people get water from?  Proponent Response: Potable water will be abstracted, 

however, if this option is not feasible then potable water will 

be brought to the site.  

Where will the main road be located leading to 

the mine? 

Proponent Response: There is currently no layout for where 

the mining roads will go or where the entrance will be located 

(as this will be finalised as part of the road study still to be 

commissioned).  

Mr. Robert 

Douglas Wirtz 

 

Farm Koanus 
When will the next meeting be and how often will 

these meetings be held? 

 

 

EAP Response: There will be continuous engagement 

between ECC as the appointed Project EAP, the registered 

I&APs and the Proponent. Should additional meetings be 

requested or required, ECC will be able to arrange for and 

facilitate any additional public or focus meetings necessary.  

Will we receive the studies and the reports done 

for the ESIA process? 

EAP Response: All studies and reports done throughout the 

ESIA process will be made available to the public and 

registered I&APs during the ESIA public review periods. 

Arno [surname 

inaudible] 
 

Why is there no one from the airport here? 

 

EAP Response: The Namibia Airports Company (NAC) and 

the Namibia Civil Aviation Authority (NCAA) were identified 

as affected stakeholders and were both contacted and 

invited to this public consultation meeting. Direct 

consultation between ECC (the EAP), the Proponent, the NAC 

and the NCAA will be arranged as NAC and NCAA approval is 
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required as per Namibia Civil Aviation Regulations 

(NAMCARs) Part 139 (Aerodromes).  

The mining operation will impact air quality 

which will impact airplanes and tourism for the 

country. 

EAP Response: An air quality impact assessment will be 

conducted to assess prevalent wind direction and dust 

fallout. This study will also assess the impact operations may 

have on the nearby H.K. International Airport.  

Mike Kibble   Which eight farms did Jindal drill on?  

 

Proponent Response: We drilled in Woolfsgrund, Hohenau, 

Helga, Koanus, Hohewarte & Kameelbhul farms. It is only in 

these contiguous 6 farms where we worked in iron ore. Jindal 

did some geological prospecting works in the other two 

farms for Manganese in early 2012-2013 but those have 

been relinquished to the government. 

Where are the previous studies that were 

conducted as part of the drilling?  

 

Proponent Response: Previous studies include geological 

mapping, regional geophysical studies, remote sensing and 

satellite image interpretation, and detailed ground 

geophysics based on the regional anomaly. Apart from that 

Jindal worked on the analysis of a few exposure samples 

before undertaking geological exploration/drilling work. 

Will there be further drilling done? Proponent Response: The present resource statement has 

been derived from the measured and indicated resource 

categories. The confidence on the deposit increases in three-

dimensional space based on the drill spacing and population 

of geological sample results. We have plan to continue the 
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detail exploration where we have less confidence (inferred 

category). However, the mine development drilling and drill 

& blast will continue in the mine pit as the pit advances 

vertically and horizontally. 

Mark Meynard  Will there be blasting studies done? EAP Response: Yes, a blast and vibration study will be 

conducted.  
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2 ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

In closing the meeting, ECC thanked all I&APs for their attendance and for providing valuable 

feedback during the stakeholder meeting. Through the stakeholder meeting process, the 

Proponent and ECC have endeavoured to provide a platform to hear and address all relevant 

comments put forward by I&APs.  

 

ECC further endorsed the fact that constructive feedback from I&APs results in a more robust and 

improved ESIA. This process results in a project that is understood by I&APs and the broader 

community. I&AP feedback will contribute to identifying the potential impacts to be assessed and 

concerns to be considered and addressed as the project progresses.  
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Site Notice Board #1: B6-C23 T-Junction 

 

Lat/Long Coordinates: -22.53426 °N and 17.33206 °E 
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Site Notice Board #2: C23 

 

Lat/Long Coordinates: -22.64608 °N and 17.39842 °E 
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Site Notice Board #3: B6 and M51 T-junction  

 

Lat/Long Coordinates: -22.48901 °N and 17.49563 °E 
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Site Notice Board #4: M51  

 

Lat/Long Coordinates: -22.53537 °N and 17.59080 °E  
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Site Notice Board #5: B6 (across from the Windhoek International Airport) 

 

Lat/Long Coordinates: -22.49762 °N and 17.46299 °E  
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APPENDIX D– BID 

 

The proposed Project BID can be downloaded on ECC’s website via the following link: 

 

https://eccenvironmental.com/download/the-proposed-construction-and-operation-of-the-

jindal-iron-mine-khomas-region-namibia/

https://eccenvironmental.com/download/the-proposed-construction-and-operation-of-the-jindal-iron-mine-khomas-region-namibia/
https://eccenvironmental.com/download/the-proposed-construction-and-operation-of-the-jindal-iron-mine-khomas-region-namibia/
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PHOTOS OF 16 APRIL 2024 PUBLIC CONSULTATION MEETING: 
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Registered I&APs (via online, email, letter or phone call registration): 
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APPENDIX G– PUBLIC MEETING PRESENTATION 
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